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The Morgenthau Plan and Kaufman's 'Germany Must Perish!': A Comparison 
(Part II) 


Continuing on this theme of splitting Germany into small independent states in order to defeat the looming spectre of ‘pan- 
Germanism' Kaufman argues as follows: 


‘According to Treitschke the individual has no right of his own, but exists only for the State which has the exclusive right to use him 
as it wills. There is no other force except the will of the State, and war is the only and best way in which that will might be employed 


by it.’ (19) 


He then poses the question to himself about whether the breaking up of Germany into small independent states would solve the 
‘German problem’ or not. He answers it thus: 


‘Well then, break Germany up into small autonomous states? 
Nonsense! 


That Pan-Germanism which has received blind allegiance in Berlin of every German irrespective of his remoteness or his nationality 
could not overnight endure such an arbitrary and weak barrier to its dreams.' (20) 


His recommendation having rejected splitting Germany up into small independent states is thus: 


‘Partition Germany and apportion its lands. The accompanying map gives some idea of possible land adjustments which might be 
made in connection with Germany's extinction.' (21) 


Compare this to points A to C of Morgenthau's sixth recommendation, which are as follows: 
‘(a) Dismiss all policy-making officials of the Reich government and deal primarily with local governments. 


(b) Encourage the re-establishment of state governments in each of the states (Lander) corresponding to 18 states into which 
Germany is presently divided and in addition make the Prussian provinces separate states. 


(c) Upon the partition of Germany, the various state governments should be encouraged to organize a federal government for each of 


the newly partitioned areas. Such new governments should be in the form of a confederation of states, with emphasis on states' rights 
and a large degree of local autonomy.' (22) 
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Now in the above we can see that once again Kaufman's rejected idea is actually the one adopted by Morgenthau, but in this case we 
can also see that Morgenthau has also used Kaufman's actual recommendation and combined them into a practical policy base. 
Kaufman rejects the idea that devolving Germany into its constituent states would work as he; as has been shown above, believed 
that the problem of 'Germanism' (i.e. Germans eternally wanting to conquer and enslave the known world in Kaufman's conception 
of them) was inherent to the German people and thus could not be cured by re-education and the complete destruction of the former 
state of affairs. 


Morgenthau disagrees and takes Kaufman's rejected idea that Germany should be devolved into its constituent states as his point B: 
having added the necessary step (to allow this devolution/decentralization to occur) of dismissing or rendering ineffective the 
members of the German central government in point A. This then creates a highly decentralized government, which is split over 
three zones of Allied occupation (i.e. Germany is subject to a partition as Kaufman recommended) which Morgenthau then remedies 
the problem of by using Kaufman's recommendation in modified form of having a partitioned Germany with a central government 
of each partition being run by a different Allied power: thus causing Germany to be de facto absorbed into said country or at least 
becoming a puppet rump state of that country. 


Morgenthau has simply taken what Kaufman wrote three years earlier and once again brought it into line with the markedly 
different political and military situation of 1944. 


The borrowings continue when we see Kaufman state as follows: 


‘There remains then but one mode of ridding the world forces of Germanism -- and that is to stem the source from which issue those 
war-lusted souls, by preventing the people of Germany from ever again reproducing their kind. This modern method, known to 
science as Eugenic Sterilization, is at once practical, humane and thorough. Sterilization has become a byword of science, as the 
best means of ridding the human race of its misfits: the degenerate, the insane, the hereditary criminal.' (23) 


Then: 
‘Firstly, no physical pain will be imposed upon the inhabitants of Germany through its application, a decidedly more humane 
treatment than they will have deserved. As a matter of fact it is not inconceivable that after Germany's defeat, the long-suffering 
peoples of Europe may demand a far less humane revenge than that of mere sterilization. 
Secondly, execution of the plan would in no way disorganize the present population nor would it cause any sudden mass upheavals 
and dislocations. The consequent gradual disappearance of the Germans from Europe will leave no more negative effect upon that 


continent than did the gradual disappearance of the Indians upon this." (24) 


Then: 
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‘Make one exception to an otherwise severely strict enforcement of total sterilization, by exempting from such treatment only those 
Germans whose relatives, being citizens of various victor nations, assume financial responsibility for their actions.' (25) 


Then compare this to Morgenthau's seventh and eighth recommendations, which are: 
p g g 


‘The Allied Military Government shall not assume responsibility for such economic problems as price controls, rationing, 
unemployment, production, reconstruction, distribution, consumption, housing, or transportation, or take any measures designed to 
maintain or strengthen operations. The responsibility for sustaining the German economy and people rests with the German people 
with such facilities as may be available under the circumstances.' (26) 


And: 


‘During a period of at least twenty years after surrender adequate controls, including controls over foreign trade and tight 
restrictions on capital imports, shall be maintained by the United Nations designed to prevent in the newly-established states the 
establishment or expansion of key industries basic to the German military potential and to control other key industries.' (27) 


Now on the face of it Kaufman's recommendations and Morgenthau's plans seem rather different: don't they? 


Kaufman on the one hand is advocating the mass sterilization of the German people leading to their extermination over the period 
of a lifetime, while Morgenthau is refusing to give any economic or food aid to the Germans and reduce any imports to a trickle. 


They seem to be completely unrelated until we take into account the difference in ideological outlook of those who created the 
Morgenthau plan versus that of Kaufman. Kaufman; as I have said, was a jewish nationalist who subscribed to a quasi-biological 
view of the origin of German foreign and domestic policy: thus to Kaufman the solution would have to logically be extermination 
otherwise it would no solution at all. 


By contrast those who created the Morgenthau plan; as I have pointed out above, were Marxists (i.e. Harry Dexter White and Soviet 
Intelligence) and did not subscribe to what they; still to this day, call 'biological determinism’. Instead of sterilizing the Germans: 
they wanted to create so dire a socio-economic situation that it would cause the German people to starve and thus cause; as 
remember Marxism predicts will necessarily happen, a communist revolution. 


Kaufman's idea of sterilizing the Germans would be; and was, essentially untenable in part because to do so would probably cause 
fighting to break out afresh in addition to the considerable loss of Allied moral capital that would occur as well as there being little 
or not support; except among jews, for such a radical action. It is worth remembering incidentally that in the 1930s a large number 
of Americans citizens actively identified as being German-American and any attempt to sterilize Germans en masse would lead to 
political disaster (and probably a great deal of violence) at home for an administration that dared to undertake so overtly vicious a 
vengeance action. 
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Kaufman’ idea was thus impossible to implement, but we should note that Kaufman himself introduced a caveat into his 
recommendation. He believed that sterilization would be the humane way to deal with the 'German problem’, but he thought that 
public opinion might call for something far more drastic and painful by way of revenge. 


Now if we look at what Morgenthau is outlining: he is doing two things. He is removing the means for German industrial and 
agricultural self-sufficiency (the removal of machinery, reduction of territory and the breaking up of effective government [hence 
no subsidies or local schemes to help share what was left]) and then prevented the Germans from importing products and goods 
(e.g. foodstuffs) from outside the country. 


This is nothing less than a blueprint for mass starvation, which is precisely what occurred. Kaufman's caveat is simply applied to 
this by understanding that because Kaufman's original policy idea is completely untenable: it then means that Morgenthau had to 
look elsewhere for his means of exterminating the German people. He found his methodology in Stalin's own famine caused by 
massive changes to the economic situation in the Ukraine: starvation. 


Starvation would exterminate the Germans over a shorter period of time and would also be a vicious play on National Socialism's 
own demands for self-sufficiency in the 1930s. It would be Morgenthau's nasty way of saying to the Germans: ‘you wanted to be 
self-sufficient so have at it!' 


Now I am sure some readers will be wondering why I am suggesting that Morgenthau deliberately set out to exterminate the 
Germans with his plan. Well if we simply look at his eighth recommendation then we notice that it isn't intended for just one or two 
years, but rather for twenty! 


Twenty years of not being able to important foodstuffs in bulk while not having much machinery or technology left to produce 
necessities means simply death by starvation on a colossal scale. Bear in mind that not only would there not be enough food for the 
Germans, but there wouldn't be any medical supplies (or certainly no where near enough) to deal with the consequences of having 
little to no undamaged infrastructure, industrial or agricultural capacity. 


Considering that millions died in the few years the years the Morgenthau plan was implemented and that revolutionary politics of 
both the right and left took massive steps forward in those years. It is not difficult to see that twenty years of the same would either 
virtually exterminate the German people or cause a revolution. 


The former would be desirable to Morgenthau and Kaufman given their focus on jewish vengeance for alleged atrocities, while the 


latter would be desirable to Harry Dexter White and Soviet Intelligence given that it would allow the fledgling German Democratic 
Republic (GDR) to ride in on a proverbial white horse to save the day with Soviet backing. 
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Thus we can see how while the Kaufman and Morgenthau plans look very different on this score: the latter is actually derived from 
modifying the former to take into account its untenable methodology by replacing it with a less obvious one. 


This plays into what Kaufman suggests next: 
‘Segregate the German army into groups, concentrate them in severely restricted areas, and summarily sterilize them.' (28) 
Compare this to points A and B of Morgenthau's tenth recommendation: 


‘(a) No person in Germany (except members of the United Nations and neutral countries) shall be permitted to wear any military 
insignia of rank or branch of service, service ribbons or military medals. 


(b) No such persons shall be permitted to wear, after 6 months from the cessation of hostilities any military uniform or any uniform 
of any quasi military organizations." (29) 


Now given what we have discussed above about the replacing of Kaufman's ideas about the mass sterilization of Germans with 
Morgenthau's mass starvation of Germans. It is not difficult to see that these two proposals are more or less the same as Kaufman is 
advocating that the German armed forces be forcibly sterilized en masse, while Morgenthau is more subtle in that he simply 
disbands them and forces them back into the German economy when they would be among those least able to fend for themselves 
with many afflicted with mental trauma (such as the then unrecognized PTSD) as well as the numerous ex-soldiers who were 
physically handicapped and were broadly unsuitable for any kind of manual labour (which was after all the only kind of labour 
available in Morgenthau's vision for Germany). 


This would naturally lead to the former soldiers of the Wehrmacht being some of the first; along with German children and elderly, 
who would die from starvation due to being unable to fend for themselves without the organized assistance that Morgenthau had 
explicitly denied to them. 


Thus once again we can see how Kaufman's recommendation forms the basis for Morgenthau's. 


Kaufman however has plans for the whatever able-bodied members of the Wehrmacht remained and were in Allied captivity. To 
wit: 


‘Divide the German army (after its sterilization has been completed) into labor battalions, and allocate their services toward the 
rebuilding of those cities which they ruined.' (30) 


Then compare this to point D in Morgenthau's Appendix B, which states: 
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‘Apart from the question of established guilt for special crimes, mere membership in the S.S., the Gestapo and similar groups will 
constitute the basis for inclusion into compulsory labor battalion 
to serve outside Germany for reconstruction purposes.' (31) 


The connection between these two statements is fairly obvious in that Kaufman's original recommendation all Wehrmacht personnel 
would be formed into labour battalions to aid in the rebuilding of Allied economies. This is modified by Morgenthau to not be all 
Wehrmacht personnel, but rather any individual who was a member of the SS (and remember by that broad logic this would include 
the Waffen-SS who by themselves were around a million strong at their peak in 1943-1944 as well as other branches including the 
large number of unpaid male and female SS members as well as every single policeman plus a large number of the medical doctors 
in Germany) or National Socialist organizations such as the SA or the NSDAP itself. 


In effect this means that the Morgenthau plan would imprison the elite of German society; as well as removing a good part of those 
with the ability to help alleviate some of the suffering of ordinary Germans, and use them for slave labour in Allied countries. This 
would then further increase the effect of starvation in Germany and also remove the leadership cadre of the radical right giving the 
radical left (the Communists) a major advantage in propagandizing the remaining Germans with the Marxist message. 


This removal of the leadership cadre from the radical right is also facilitated by the insertion of a recommendation in the 
Morgenthau plan (Point G in Appendix B) that is not found in Kaufman's original plan: the breaking up of the junker estates (32) 
and thus depriving the German aristocracy of a good part of their ownership of the means of production and thus their influence in 
the Marxist view. 


It is worth remembering incidentally that Marxists to this day still claim that the Third Reich was brought about by capitalists and 
was a capitalist state contra to the scholarly literature; such as the pioneering studies by Conan Fischer and the Pools among others, 
which have debunked these claims time and time again. Hence the Morgenthau's explicit targeting for the German aristocracy more 
generally in addition to those who were directly involved with the NSDAP. 


Thus we can see that Morgenthau draws his idea directly from Kaufman (in fact; as I have remarked above, it could even be argued 
that Morgenthau more or less plagiarized Kaufman) and merely adds some flesh to it to make the policy practical and also reflect 
the radically different situation that he was dealing with some three years later. 


Yet again we find Kaufman prefiguring Morgenthau when he states: 
'We need not condemn the Germans. They stand self-condemned. For it suffices us to read and hear those words written and spoken 
only by Germans; to endure sufferings and dislocations caused solely by the German people in pursuit of their megalomaniacal 


ideals and demonic aspirations to realize that it is the Germans themselves who decree, almost demand, their ostracism from their 
fellow-man. They have lost the wish to be human beings. They are but beasts; they must be dealt with as such." (33) 
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Which then forms the basis of the following recommendation: 
‘Restrict all German civilian travel beyond established borders until all sterilization has been completed." (34) 
Then compare this to Morgenthau's twelfth recommendation: 


‘All aircraft (including gliders), whether military or commercial, will be confiscated for later disposition. No German shall be 
permitted to operate or to help operate such aircraft, including those owned by foreign interests.’ (35) 


In addition to points one to three of point H of Morgenthau's Appendix B, which are thus: 


'(1) A Proclamation shall be issued prohibiting any person resident in Germany from leaving or attempting to leave Germany, except 
with permission from the Allied Military Government. 


(2) Violation of this Proclamation shall be an offense triable by military commissions of the Allied Military Government and heavy 
penalties shall be prescribed, including death. 


(3) All possible steps shall be taken by the military authorities to prevent any such person from leaving (without permission).' (36) 


Now clearly once again Morgenthau has taken Kaufman's bare bones proposal of not allowing any German to travel outside of 
Germany (until the mass sterilization of Germans had been completed) and then modified it into a practical policy by removing any 
kind of aircraft (down to even gliders) from German ownership and potential German use (hence the inclusion of foreign-owned 
aircraft in Germany) and also making it a criminal offence potentially punishable by death for a German to try and leave Germany 
(which you have to admit by any score is rather extreme especially given Morgenthau's other recommendations). 


Once we factor in the change of methodology from mass sterilization to mass starvation we can see that Morgenthau's variant is 
actually more genocidal than Kaufman's in that it keeps the Germans corralled up in Germany with little food and no ability to help 
themselves. It essentially makes Germany one very large death camp targeted specifically at Germans with the tacit objective; as 
understood by Harry Dexter White and Soviet Intelligence, of increasing German suffering so much that a communist revolution 
ensues. 


Leaving the recommendations by Kaufman for trials and killing high-ranking Germans, which are also echoed in the Morgenthau 
plan to one side here. (37) We can thus conclude that the Morgenthau plan is indeed drawn directly from the plan outlined in 


Kaufman's 1941 book 'Germany Must Perish!' 


So much for Kaufman and his book being ‘unimportant’ and inconsequential"! 
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(37) For those interested compare the recommendations in Kaufman, Ch. 7 with those of points A and B of Morgenthau's Appendix 
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